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Why actor analysis? 
 

Actor and network analysis 



Network map of 
sexual relations 

Network map of linked 
websites 



Actor and Network analysis, WHY? 
 
•  Most problems cannot be solved by a single actor; 
•  Quality of analysis and solutions 

  More knowledge on facts, values and issues 
  More variety/different ideas 

•  Opportunities/threats 
•  Democratic concerns – good governance 
•  Support for policy implementation 



Definitions of actors and networks 

 
Actors are social entities that have an interest in a 
system, and/or have some ability to influence that 
system  



Definitions of actors and networks 

 
Actors are often groups and organizations, but also 
(important) individuals can be considered as actors 



Definitions of actors and networks 

 
Network = more or less stable pattern of social 
relations between actors 



Definitions of actors and networks 

 
Networks take shape around policy problems or 
programmes 
 



Why actor analysis? 



What happened? 





What happened? 



Mekjarvik quay  


